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Marriage, Singleness & everything in between 
Meghan: … you know, three days before our wedding, we got married . . .  
Oprah: Ah! 
Meghan: No one knows that. But we called the Archbishop, and we just said, ‘Look, this 
thing, this spectacle is for the world, but we want our union between us’. So, like, the vows 
that we have framed in our room are just the two of us in our backyard with the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, and that was the piece that . . .  
Harry: Just the three of us. 
Oprah: Really? 
Harry: Just the three of us. 

And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb.”  (Revelation 19:9) 

1. Marriage: Public, Permanent, Fruitful 
Genesis 1:27 The image of God is male and female – not alone but together. 

  United to fill the earth and subdue it 

Genesis 2:24 Public, Permanent, Fruitful 

  The uniting of families 

  The uniting of generations 

How is this different to the ‘relationships’ non-Christians have? 

Obeying the law of marriage is a blessing to all – grandparents, parents, siblings, children, 
grandchildren… 

Disobeying the law of marriage is a curse to all… 

2. Gods’ covenant: the original Marriage  
Ephesians 5:25-28 

Hebrews 6:17 

1 John 4:9-10 

Covenant (oath-bound) love: public, permanent, fruitful 

Why Christians must only marry Christians (1 Cor 7:39) 

3. Honouring the marriage bed 
Hebrews 13:4 (compare v1). Part of how we love each other is for us all to honour the 
marriage bed. 

Obeying the law of Marriage is Christlike love, whether or not you are married 

Who is sinned against when an unmarried couple sleep together? 

Sexual immorality – sex outside covenant - is not loving. It is the opposite of covenant love.  
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4. Singleness is good 
What are our bodies designed for? 1 Corinthians 6:13 

Not for sexual immorality 

But for the Lord 

 And secondarily for marriage 

Fulfilling our purpose does not require sex 

 on the contrary, sexual immorality is against our purpose 

Which is why sexual purity is good! 

Fulfilling our purpose does not require marriage – that’s only the image  (though it is a 
standard and good part of being God’s image) 

Fulfilling our purpose does require being part of the bride of Christ.  

5. What about in between? 
So how do we honour marriage? 

We recognise that, in the issue of what sexual activity is appropriate, there are only two 
types of relationship in the Bible.  

     How do I love a fellow-Christian? 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

1 Timothy 5:1. 

There is no other category of relationship.  

There is nothing between marriage and singleness. 

The problem is, that the slow downgrading of marriage in the post-Christian west has left 
most Christians thinking that there is something in between. 

 

 

Someone you’re not married to 

  - Brotherly (inclusive) love 

  - Sexual activity forbidden 

  - Absolute purity 

 

Someone you are married to 

- Public: Absolute, exclusive  
commitment, excluding all others  

- Permanent: bound by oath for life 

- Fruitful: One-flesh union 
commanded (though only 
according to sacrificial love) 

  - Jealous (exclusive) love 



 

16 
 

Boyfriend/girlfriend relationship 

  - Private & instant, in and out 

  - temporarily exclusive 

  - temporarily committed 

  - sexual but unfruitful – one flesh without one flesh 

 

Why is this a problem? 

Earlier generations had a different name for this. 

None of these things can be what they claim to be; all of them involve sin 

We are not at liberty to invent a new category of relationship which the Bible 
does not give us and then invent new rules as to what is and is not 
acceptable behaviour within it which contradict what God has actually said in 
his word.  

Why does this matter?  Because God forbids it 

    Because it is deeply unloving and damaging. 

Proverbs 5: The wise man wants a wife, the fool wants a girlfriend 

6. So how do singles get married? 
The key thing: You’re single till you’re married.  

1. It’s good to be single 

2. It’s good to want to be married 

 Getting married involves courting (there really isn’t a better word) 

3. Until you’re ready to marry, don’t start courting 

4. How do I know if I’m ready to marry? 

 Would you be a good husband? 

  Former, Provider, father… 

 Would you be a good wife? 

  Helper, Filler, mother… 

Would you encourage a wife/husband to serve Christ more, and be able to love as 
Christ loved the church/the church loves Christ? 

If you can’t marry in a reasonably short timeframe, don’t start courting. 

5. Courting is a verb, not a thing  

 It is something you do, not something you are 

 Don’t treat it like a pseudo-marriage  
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6. Marriage involves generations, so courting needs to as well.  

 Men: you don’t just have to persuade her. 

7. At all times we must love 

Sexual purity 

  Any Christian not your wife or husband is a sister or brother 

Men: be a man 

Protecting the feelings, and the honour, of this woman who may well 
not end up as your wife is your duty. You must act in love - solid, 
Christian, brotherly love. 

 Would she be a good wife? A suitable helper? 

Is she a godly, single, unrelated Christian woman?  

Don’t try to win her heart till you have made up your mind 

Women: Insist that the man should be the man 

Would he be a good husband for you? Would you be, would you 
want to be, his ‘suitable helper’? 

Is he a godly, single, unrelated Christian man?  

Is he man enough? to provide, lead, protect, and be faithful to you? 

Is he acting like that now? 

Have very high standards for him. Don’t give away your heart (or 
anything else) to him until he’s prepared to make his vows. 

5. Making a decision. 

 Men: Don’t delay 

Women: Don’t be hurried  

 

 


